
SUMMER 2014

Lantern Light is a collaborative ministry of the seven congregations of the Presentation Sisters that make up the Conference of 
Presentation Sisters.  The Presentations Sisters were founded by Nano Nagle in 1775.
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B7 - I21 – N43 –G55- O72…BINGO
Every other week we are fortunate to have a 
group of adults from ARC of Greater New Orleans 
come to the Rebuild Center to serve our guests.  
Sometimes they come and help us to assemble 
lunch bags for our guests.  The best is when they 
come and play BINGO. It is hard to determine who 
is having the most fun.  It somehow feels like a 
mutual admiration society.  The other day we heard 
one of our guests ask, “If we win do we get some 
food treats?” Thank you to all of our friends at ARC.  

Hidden from View
One day there was a knock on the Lantern Light door.  
On the other side of the door was a short, slight man; 
his name was Robert.  His face spoke volumes.  His 
nose and part of his cheeks were red, raw, and scabbed.  
Robert had been treated for an infection with a sulfur 
based drug.  When he was treated he did not know that 
he was allergic to sulfur and had a bad reaction.

Robert had a fistful of prescriptions.  We were able 
to help him with the cost of some of his medicines at 
Walgreens and the rest of them we gave him a referral 
for a St. Vincent de Paul Free Pharmacy.  The last 
sheet he handed in was for Ensure which is a dietary 
supplement.  This script puzzled us. Sr. Enid asked him 
why the doctor had written this note for Ensure.  Robert 
explained that his allergic reaction was also inside of his 
mouth and on his tongue.  Last Christmas a group of 
college students gave us gift certificates for Walgreens 
for non-drug purchases. In January we used them to 
purchase Walgreens’ version of Ensure. Robert came 
every other day for a six pack of this nutritional drink. 

He came at the end of May to say thank you as he was 
healing and was returning to his home in PA.  When he 
hugged us “good-bye” he expressed how grateful he 
was. 

Coming Home
At one time John was homeless and living on the streets 
of New Orleans.  He returned to the Rebuild Center one 
day after being away for a long time and he met Sr. Vera.  
He told her that he was only here for a visit.  He is now 
employed and has his own place to live in La Place, LA 
(just west of New Orleans). One of the things he told Sr. 
Vera was that he felt the need to revisit the place that 
was his temporary home for awhile.  He said that we 
kept him alive during a very dark time in his life.  The 
gratitude that he had in his heart was manifested in the 
smile on his face. 



2

We can do so much for our guests because of our 
wonderful volunteers.  Here are some of the ways 

they touch the homeless at Lantern Light: 

-Greet the guests and others 
when they come into the Center

-Make and assemble bagged 
lunches

-Prepare and serve hot lunches 
and/or morning snack

-Mingle with our guests and listen 
to their stories

-Wash pots, pans and sandwich 
containers and keep our new kitchen 

spotless
-Chop, cut and slice many different 

foods

-Pick up sweets from generous bakers 
and deliver them to Lantern Light

-Wash the feet of our guests and give 
them clean socks

-Serve on the Executive Board of 
Lantern Light

-Sort and distribute mail for our guests

-Administer TB skin tests
-Help out at and support our fund 

raisers
-Encourage our guests who 

are trying their hand at Art and 
Creative Writing

-Help us with technology
-Help write/edit resumes and cover 

letters for our guests

Our thoughts and prayers go out to the family of Joseph 
Schmidt who tragically died on May 26th.  Thank you to all 
who have donated in his memory.  We will always hold him 

and his family in our hearts and prayers. 

Thank you to all who participated and supported our Fish 
Fry.  A special thank you to our chefs, Justin Kennedy 

from Parkway Bakery and Tavern and Matt Murphy from 
the Irish House.  Although we were rained out, volunteers 
experience a sense of community and support. As always, 

we’re humbled by your support and service. 

Matt Murphy, Sr. Vera and Justin Kennedy at the beginning of the 
Fry before Justin was soaked. 
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This is definitely a season and a time of change for me. 
My last day ministering at Lantern Light will be August 
1st. I will be returning to Massachusetts for ministry that is 
totally unknown to me at this time. 

At the present time I am experiencing a variety of 
emotions. While I will miss the place, The Rebuild Center 
at St. Joseph’s, I will miss the people more; my PBVM 
sisters in community and ministry, my co-workers, the 
volunteers, the many benefactors who I know only by 
name, the St. Joseph Parish Community and above all the 
many guests who come to the center each day. 

 It is all of these people who make the Rebuild Center and 
Lantern Light so special for me. Each and every individual 
or group of people I have met over the last six years have 
made an impact on my life.

My PBVM Sisters…….for their love, support, spirituality
My co-workers………..for their dedication, responsibility, 
cheerfulness
The volunteers………..for their self-giving, compassion, 
time and energy
Our benefactors………for their caring and sharing of 
material and financial resources
Parish Community…….for their hospitality and 
welcoming spirit
Our guests…...............for their faith, trust and gratitude, 
sense of humor 

I am deeply grateful for each and every one of these great 
and generous people that has touched my life. As I move 
on from this sacred place and holy ground I am reminded 
of the quote from the book of Esther 4:14: “Remember who 
you are, perhaps it is for this very moment you were created.”

“A Season for Everything and a time for 
every purpose under the sun.”                                      

-Ecclesiastes 3:1

Sister Anna Raimon, PBVM

My initial 6 month time of service at Lantern Light turned 
out to be for almost 2 years, and what an experience! 
Each morning, I was "on duty" 7:30 as the guests were 
lining up to sign-in and it was so uplifting to be greeted by 
smiling faces, a handshake, a pat on the back or a hug -- 
a wonderful start to the day.

The number and dedication of the volunteers and the 
generosity of so many people certainly is a true witness 
of Gospel; people fulfilling what Jesus asked us when he 
said to feed the hungry and clothe the naked. 

Apart from food and the necessities of life, the most 
important service the guests need is to know that they 
are appreciated and are treated as fellow human beings.  
They need to know they are loved and respected.

My daily trips to St. Joseph’s church to collect the mail, 
gave me an opportunity to meet Fr. Tom and the staff; 
what a joy to end the day.

I recall my 2 years at Lantern Light as a graced and 
blessed time for which I am truly grateful. As I leave 
New Orleans and return to my Presentation community 
in Manchester in England, I will leave part of my heart 
in NOLA and The Rebuild Center. I will keep in touch 
and pray that the good work and wonderful spirit at The 
Rebuild will continue into the future.  Many blessings to 
each of you and particularly to the guests.

Sister Dolores Cooney, PBVM

“Be compassionate as your Father is compassionate. 
Do not judge or condemn and grant pardon.”   

                                   -Luke 6:36



1802 Tulane Avenue
New Orleans, LA 70112

Thank you for your continued interest and support 
in changing the lives of those who come to Lantern 
Light.  Stay connected with us and the ongoings of 

the Rebuild Center by liking us on Facebook!
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Lantern Light 
Ministry 

Presentation 
Sisters

Harry Tompson 
Center 
Jesuits

St. Joseph Church 
Vincentian Family 

The Rebuild Center is the result of these 
three communities coming together to service 
the working poor and the homeless of greater 

New Orleans.

www.facebook.com/lanternlightministry

www.lanternlight.org


