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Lantern Light was established as a collaborative ministry of the seven congregations of the Presentation Sisters 
that make up the Conference of Presentation Sisters. The Presentation Sisters were founded by Nano Nagle in 1775.
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Presentation Sisters Continue Their Mark on Ministry
 As founders of Lantern Light, the Presentation Sisters have always endeavored to share their mission 
of love and service to the people of New Orleans.  Not only do they continue to provide financial support 
to the Ministry, but their ongoing messages of love and encouragement have enabled us to maintain the 
good work they began more than ten years ago.  Year after year, members of the Presentation Sisters 
coordinate service projects for college students and other to visit New Orleans and experience the work 
that takes place at Lantern Light.  Not only do these missions serve as an opportunity for students to 
learn about the culture and City of New Orleans, but they also provide life lessons that cannot be taught 
in a classroom. 
 Last month, Sr. Mary Catherine Redmond of New Windsor, New York and Sr. Rita Cameron of 
Dubuque, Iowa brought several students to New Orleans for a service trip.  While in the city, the 
students had the opportunity to experience the local culture first-hand by visiting historic landmarks, 
enjoying great New Orleans cuisine, and visiting another local non-profit organization that is under the 
direction of a Presentation Sister as well. The group, which was comprised of students from New York 
and Iowa, also contributed to the daily operations of Lantern Light by performing various duties for the 
organization.  They assisted in preparing items for the upcoming St. Joseph Day celebration, welcomed 
guests as they entered the Center, helped with art classes, mingled with guests, and even participated in 
the washing of the feet. Not only 
did they help with small repairs 
around the facility that houses the 
organization, but they brought in 
a spirit of hope that will forever be 
cherished.  We are so thankful for 
their dedication to this Ministry.

Featured in Photo: Michelle Nista, Victoria 
Pitz, Elizabeth Clarke, and Sr. Mary 
Catherine Redmond, PBVM, MS, MA 
from New Windsor, New York.  Elizabeth 
Taylor, Jennie Reisberg and Sr. Rita 
Cameron of Dubuque, Iowa.  Kenitha 
Grooms-Williams, Lantern Light Executive 
Director.
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Once a Teacher, Always a Teacher
 Morning snacks and the daily lunch are perfect opportunities for individuals to volunteer with 
Lantern Light.  These services were instrumental in bringing Ms. Susan Roose to our Ministry several 
years ago.  While Susan enjoyed helping out in the kitchen area, she was willing to serve in any capacity 
needed. Since partaking in the activities of the Ministry, she has progressed from assisting in our daily 
lunch, to welcoming individuals at the kiosk, and most recently serving as a personal tutor for one 
of our guests.  As a former teacher, Susan has always had a passion for helping others, and when the 
opportunity to share her gifts and talents presented itself, she was more than willing to help a guest who 
desired to become a better reader.  Although Susan’s time in the kitchen and the kiosk were key to the 
daily functions of the Ministry, her role as an educator is vital to the progression of the individual whom 
she presently tutors.  We are truly grateful for Susan’s involvement in Lantern Light and we salute her 
efforts to answer God’s call to help mankind.   

Nursing Students Give Back During Spring Break
 Each year college students from all over the United States come to New Orleans for alternative 
spring break to give back to the communities that many helped to rebuild post Hurricane Katrina.  
Lantern Light has had the pleasure of receiving assistance from several colleges who often volunteer 
at the Rebuild Center during that time.  This year, our organization welcomed back nursing students 
from Molloy College, a liberal arts school located in the state of New York.  Headed by Dr. Geri Cornell, 
these young people served in various capacities as they talked with guests and washed their feet. They 
assisted with our art class, the food bank, and the daily lunch. Not only did they support our efforts to 
help the people we serve, but they also helped to remove garbage and debris from the grounds of the 
Rebuild Center.  In addition to spending time at the facility, they visited hospitals and met with local 
community partners.  The students were a true pleasure to have during Spring Break and their kindness 
and compassion towards the staff and the guest they served was truly appreciated.

Nursing students from Molloy College in New York along with Lantern Light’s Board Member Donna Foley
and Executive Director, Kenitha Grooms-Williams.
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LANTERN LIGHT WANTS TO HEAR FROM YOU!
Stay connected to us via e-mail for the latest news on events happening at Lantern Light.
Send us your e-mail in a message to kagwilliams@lanternlight.org.

    www.facebook.com/lanternlightministry

    LanternLightMinistry@LanternLightNO

HOW CAN YOU
KEEP THE LIGHT

BURNING?

 Lantern Light wishes to send a big THANK 
YOU to all who supported us by participating 
in Gulf Coast Bank’s Community Rewards 
program last month.  Although we were not 
among the top 10 winners, we did finish 
26th out of the nearly 200 organizations that 
participated.  We are proud to have such 
dedicated supporters and are truly appreciative 
that so many of you took time out of your day to 
cast a vote for our organization.  
 During the month of May Lantern Light 
will be participating in GiveNola Day, which 
will be held on May 2, 2017.  The Greater New 
Orleans Foundation sponsors this online giving 
event annually to encourage individuals to give 
generously to local nonprofit organizations.  
This year the foundation has partnered with 
CiviCore, a technology solutions company 
that will enable supporters to schedule online 
donations beginning April 25, 2017.  To schedule 
a donation, visit GiveNola.org and create 
an account.  You will receive an immediate 
confirmation e-mail, but your donation will 
not be processed until May 2, at which time a 
receipt will be sent 
to you.  We look 
forward to your 
participation in this 
fundraising event and 
thank you in advance 
for your generous 
contributions.

First Quarter Contributions Help  
as Services Increase

 During the first three months of 2017, Lantern 
Light has experienced an increase in the number of 
individuals that make use of the various services 
offered.  Not only have we noticed a hike in the 
number of state identification cards and birth 
certificate requests, but we have also seen a rise 
in the number of people who have signed up for 
the mail service, as well as individuals that come 
to partake in the morning snack and daily lunch.  
From January – March we assisted almost 120 
individuals with identification cards and 61 people 
with birth certificates.  Since the beginning of this 
year we have signed up over 300 guests for mail 
services and distributed groceries to 150 – 180 
families.  During our morning snack we served 
more than 10,000 snacks within the first three 
months of this year and over 12, 650 lunches to 
individuals.  These numbers speak volumes to the 
achievements we have reached in the ministry.  
 We recognize that none of these services could 
be offered without the in-kind support received 
from individuals and families, religious and 
civic organizations, as well as students and staff 
from elementary, secondary, and post-secondary 
institutions. We applaud the work done by every 
individual on behalf of the Ministry and we are 
especially gratified by the monetary contributions 
received from private donors, religious 
organizations, foundations, and the like.  Our 
guests are blessed by your overwhelming support 
and we wish to shed light on three major donors, 
the Cameron Baird Foundation, The New Orleans 
Artists Against Hunger and Homelessness, and 
The Presentation Sisters. 
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Thank you for your continued interest and support in changing the lives of those who come to
Lantern Light.

THE STAFF OF LANTERN LIGHT MINISTRY

Kenitha Grooms-Williams
Executive Director

Brother Charles
Mail

Catheryn Major, Social Worker Donna Foley, Food Bank Coordinator

Beth Monahan
Kitchen Manager


