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Lantern Light was established as a collaborative ministry of the seven congregations of the Presentation Sisters 
that make up the Conference of Presentation Sisters. The Presentation Sisters were founded by Nano Nagle in 1775.

 Greetings Friends!  As we forge into a new 
year, the board and staff wish to extend a great big 
THANK YOU to all of you who have supported 
this Ministry for over a decade.  We have made 
considerable strides in providing services to 
individuals that are homeless and less fortunate 
in the Greater New Orleans area and understand 
that these achievements could not have been made 
without your continual financial contributions, in-
kind donations and volunteer efforts.  
 2017 was a busy year for Lantern Light as we 
continued to experience a steady increase in the 
number of individuals that came to our agency for 
services.  Our food program continued to grow, 
as we saw an increase in volunteer participation, 

as well as the amount of meals that were needed.  
During last year, the Ministry served more than 
39,000 morning snacks and over 51,000 meals for 
lunch.
 Lantern Light’s additional programming 
includes assisting individuals with identification 
cards, birth certificates, prescription assistance, 
as well as financial assistance.  Last year the 
organization was able to assist 421 guests with 
identification cards, 331 birth certificates and 73 
individuals with prescription assistance.  The 
Ministry also contributed financial assistance 
totaling more than $11,263.00 to individuals who 
needed help to pay for rent, utility bills and water 
bills.

YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS AT WORK!

 For more than ten years the New Orleans 
Hash House Harriers have sponsored the annual 
Red Dress Run.  This event, which began with the 
Hash House Harriers of San Diego, California, 
calls for its participants to adorn themselves in red 
dresses and participate in a 2 mile run course that 
raises money for local charities.  While this event 
is usually filled with hundreds and sometimes 
thousands of avid runners, these participants are 

clearly more interested in 
the music, food and spirits 
that this once in a lifetime 
experience brings. Lantern 
Light has been privileged 
to receive a grant from the 
New Orleans Hash House 
Harriers in previous years 

and were truly grateful to receive this contribution 
once more in the amount of $2,000.00.
 Another major fundraiser that has supported 
the work of Lantern Light is I Give Catholic. Held 
for the past three years, this online giving day not 
only supports our Ministry, but it also benefits 
parishes, schools, ministries and not-for-profit 
organizations within Catholic communities all 
over the Nation. Last 
year this fundraiser 
raised millions of dollars 
for participants in 17 
archdioceses throughout 
the United States and 
Lantern Light was 
the recipient of over 
$4,300.00.

LANTERN LIGHT RECEIVES GRANT AND DONATIONS
FROM MAJOR FUNDRAISERS
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Thank you for your continued interest and support in changing the lives of those who come to Lantern Light.

THE STAFF OF LANTERN LIGHT MINISTRY

Lear Enclarde - Mail Services Coordinator, Donna Foley - Volunteer Food Bank Coordinator, Percy Winchester - Kitchen Assistant,
Catheryn Major, LMSW - Social Worker, Beth Monahan - Kitchen Manager, Kenitha Grooms-Williams, LMSW - Executive Director,

Chuckaria Evans - Part-Time Social Worker
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Dear Friends,

On June 8, 2018, our organization will hold its first Gala, “Strolling Through New Orleans,” to provide continual financial 
support for the services that Lantern Light offers to the homeless and less fortunate of  the Greater New Orleans Metropolitan 
Area.  We would like you to consider supporting this event as we endeavor to care for those in need. 

Founded by the Presentation Sisters in 2005, Lantern Light was established to meet the challenges of  the citizens of  New 
Orleans following the devastation of  Hurricane Katrina.  Twelve years later, Lantern Light continues its work for those in 
need by serving individuals with a listening ear, a loving spirit, and a caring heart.  Our services for individuals that become 
homeless include case management services, birth certificate and identification assistance, prescription assistance, and mail 
service.  Additional services provided by our agency, which expand to low-income individuals who may have housing, include 
notary services, emergency financial assistance, employment services, as well as two feeding programs, which include a daily 
morning snack and lunch, as well as a Food Bank.

For many years the City of  New Orleans has become a destination sight to millions of  people from all over the world. You 
can often find visitors, as well as natives, enjoying the best of  what our city has to offer all within walking distance from the 
nearest hotel or home.  On Friday, June 8, 2018, 7:00 pm – 10:00 pm Lantern Light invites you to the Alexander Room, 
3200 Ridgelake Drive in Metairie, LA to “Strolling through New Orleans.”  Our organization will present some of  the city’s 
finest cuisine and music all in one night as we gather to raise funds to support Lantern Light’s Ministry and the people that 
they serve. Enclosed are details about the marketing value associated with the six levels of  sponsorship opportunities we have 
available. 

Lantern Light’s platinum level of  sponsorship, “Gravier Street Sponsor” serves as our main sponsor, as it aims to represent 
the focal point of  where the Ministry offers services to its guests.  Our Gold level sponsorship, “Magazine Street Sponsor,” 
captures the essence of  the Ministry.  Just as Magazine Street provides a host of  activities for its visitors including fine dining 
and shopping, Lantern Light offers an array of  services to its guests.  Our Silver level of  sponsorship is our “Bourbon Street 
Sponsor.”  Similar to the Ministry’s efforts to carry on the traditions of  its Founding members, the Bourbon Street sponsor 
captures the beauty and history of  New Orleans.  Our Bronze level of  sponsorship is our “Julia Street Sponsor.”  Just as this 
location is comprised of  a host of  art galleries, this level encompasses local businesses that choose to provide in-kind donations 
to be used in our event raffle.  Our Patron level of  sponsorship is our “Poydras Street Sponsor.” This level of  sponsorship 
represents where business meets pleasure.  The Advocate level of  sponsorship is our “Big Easy Street Sponsor.” This level 
encompasses the day to day citizens who enjoy the unique flavor of  all that the City has to offer each day.   
      
Enclosed are details about the marketing value associated with the various levels of  sponsorship.  Please do not hesitate to 
contact me with any questions at (504) 273-5573, ext. 115 or via e-mail at kagwilliams@lanternlight.org.  I look forward to 
speaking with you about supporting Lantern Light.

Thanking You in Advance,

Kenitha Grooms-Williams, LMSW
Executive Director

Strolling through
New Orleans
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 St. Catherine of Sienna Parish was established in 1921, and since its inception has been a great 
“source of spiritual and community life to its members.” Led by Reverend Eugene Jacques, former 
pastor of St. Catherine of Siena, members of the Parish began providing financial contributions to 

Lantern Light Ministry on 
a continual basis.  In 2014, 
Reverend Ronald Calkins, 
“Father Ronnie” and 
Reverend Timothy Hedrick 
were appointed as Pastor 
and Parochial Vicar to the 
Parish and through their 
leadership volunteer efforts 
began.
 For the past three years, 
more than 50 parishioners 
have provided their time 
and talents to support our 
morning snack and lunch 
programs on a regular 
basis. On the fifth Monday 
and the first Friday of each 

month members provide a hot lunch. On the second Thursday of each month members provide salad 
and a hot meal for lunch, while others join us on the first, second, and fourth Wednesday of each month 
to provide breakfast snacks to our guests.  Not only have members of St. Catherine contributed to our 
Ministry, but the parish also 
provides opportunities for 
students from their elementary 
school to assist us during 
lunch as well.  As a result of 
the parish’s support last year, 
Lantern Light was able to feed 
almost 5,800 people during the 
morning snack and more than 
4,600 individuals during lunch.  
Our organization is so grateful 
for St. Catherine’s continual 
involvement in our Ministry 
and our guests are blessed 
by the spirit and love that 
goes into the preparation and 
serving of each meal.  

A Parish of Service: Giving Back at All Ages

St. Catherine Breakfast Team.

St. Catherine Students.
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Thank You Donors!
 The spirit of giving is always felt during the Holiday Season and in 2017 
Lantern Light was blessed to receive an abundance of monetary and in-kind 
donations from individuals, schools and organizations.  Thank You Donors!
• Lake Castle School held a Food Drive that contained 50 boxes of canned 

goods and dry goods along with a financial contribution of over $400.00.
• ReNew Cultural Arts Academy held a Food Drive that contained more than 

100 canned goods.
• Linda King and Family provided 

turkeys to be used for our 
Thanksgiving baskets.

• The Pontchartrain Kiwanis donated 
canned goods and dry goods to be 
used for our Thanksgiving basket.

• Hunter Harris & Lucas 
Construction provided turkeys 
to be used for our Thanksgiving 
baskets.

• The Archdiocese Women’s Giving Circle provided gift bags filled with 
toiletry items and snacks for the guests.

• The St. Joseph Catholic Church Women’s prayer Circle provided 200 
Christmas cards.

• Members of St. Joseph Catholic Church provided toiletry items.
• St. Peter Claver Catholic Church members provided toiletry items, towels 

and t-shirts.
• Good Shepherd/St. Stephen 

Catholic Church provided 
toiletry items and snacks.

• Jewish Community Day School 
students provided canned goods 
and a monetary donation.

• Lucas Construction provided 
chicken to be used for our Food 
Bank Christmas baskets.

• Linda King and Family provided 
ham to be used for our Food Bank Christmas baskets.

• Academy of Sacred Heart students provided food baskets and gift cards.
• Divine Mercy Parish provided food items for our Food Bank.
• The West Bank Life Member Club AT&T Pioneers provided 22 - $10.00 gift 

cards.
• St. Joachim Church provided 

toiletry items.
• St. Joseph High School Class of 

1961 students provided toiletry 
items.

• The People Program provided 
canned goods and a monetary 
donation.

• The Tulane Catholic Center 
provided Walgreens and Rouses 
gift cards totaling $1,095.00

• St. Michael Special School students donated canned goods and dry goods  
to be used in our Food Bank.

HOW CAN YOU
KEEP THE LIGHT

BURNING?

Support Lantern Light during GiveNOLA Day on May 
1, 2018.  This online giving event was created by the 
Greater New Orleans Foundation to encourage and 
inspire financial contributions to as many local non-profit 
organizations as possible within one 24 hour period.

Join Lantern Light for our First Gala,  
“Strolling Through New Orleans” on June  8, 2018.

Tickets go on sale April 2, 2018.

LANTERN LIGHT WANTS TO HEAR FROM YOU
Would you like to have the latest news on events happening at Lantern Light and receive this newsletter at the 
touch of a button?  Send us your e-mail in a message to kagwilliams@lanternlight.org.

  
 www.facebook.com/lanternlightministry LanternLightMinistry@LanternLightNO

Christmas Calendar
Raffle Winners

The holiday spirit was truly felt this year at Lantern Light 
as our Christmas Calendar raffle was a great success!  
Meet our Calendar Raffle Winners:

12/1/17 Margie Frederic

12/2/17 Belinda Gaile

12/3/17 Grace Gretchen

12/4/17 Joy Barreca

12/5/17 Betty Neeb

12/6/17 Sr. Margaret Mary Barrett

12/7/17 Pat Carreca

12/8/17 Florence Volpe

12/9/17 Gayle Sarbeck

12/10/17 Robert Morgan

12/11/17 Florence Volpe

12/12/17 Colleen LaRocca

12/13/17 Sr. Anna Ramon

12/14/17 Andrew Zainey

12/15/17 Sisters of the 
Presentation (New Windsor, NY)

12/16/17 Sr. Dale McDonald

12/17/17 Rose McDonald

12/18/17 Sr. Nancy Chiarello

12/19/17 Sr. Anna Roman

12/20/17 Harry Bradley

12/21/17 Mary Casey

12/22/17 Kevin Fitzwilliam

12/23/17 Belinda Gaile

12/24/17 Terry Jouty

12/25/17 Brother Charles 
Avendano

12/26/17 Hunter Harris

12/27/17 Sr. Mary O’Driscoll

12/28/17 Andrew Zainey

12/29/17 Mary Byrnes

12/30/17 Phyllis Kelly

12/31/17 Colleen LaRocca

Lake Castle School Students.

ReNEW Cultural Academy Students.

St. Michael Special School Students.
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GRAVIER STREET SPONSOR (PLATINUM LEVEL) 
MINIMUM $5,000.00 
• Display of  sponsor name on event ticket
• Seating for 8 (eight) at sponsor table in addition to 5 (five) 

tickets to event
• Opportunity for sponsor to promote event via television   
• Display of  sponsor logo on all promotional and marketing 

materials
• Display of  sponsor logo on event signage and banner(s) in 

prominent event location(s)
• Recognition in newsletter sent to over 2,200 of  our 

supporters
• Recognition on Facebook and Twitter postings before, 

during and after event
• Recognition on press releases, event listings on local 

websites
• Recognition on agency website
• Recognition in event program

Sponsorship Levels
MAGAZINE STREET SPONSOR (GOLD LEVEL) 
MINIMUM $2,500.00
• Seating for 8 (eight) at sponsor table in addition to 2 (two) 

tickets to event   
• Name mentioned on all promotional and marketing 

materials
• Name mentioned on event signage and banner(s) in 

prominent location(s) on day of  event
• Recognition in newsletter sent to over 2,200 of  our 

supporters
• Recognition on Facebook and Twitter postings before, 

during and after event
• Recognition on press releases and agency website
• Recognition in event program

BOURBON STREET SPONSOR (SILVER LEVEL) 
MINIMUM $1,500.00
• Seating for 8 (eight) at sponsor table   
• Name mentioned on event signage and banner(s) in 

prominent location(s) on day of  event. 
• Recognition in newsletter sent to over 2,200 of  our 

supporters
• Recognition on Facebook and Twitter postings before, 

during and after event
• Recognition on press releases and agency website
• Recognition in event program

JULIA STREET SPONSOR (BRONZE LEVEL) 
IN-KIND DONATIONS
• Name mentioned on banner in prominent location on day 

of  event
• Recognition in newsletter sent to over 2,200 of  our 

supporters
• Recognition on Facebook and Twitter postings before, 

during and after event
• Recognition on agency website
• Recognition in event program

POYDRAS STREET SPONSOR (PATRON LEVEL) 
$500.00
• 2 Reserved Seating Tickets
• Recognition in event program

BIG EASY STREET SPONSOR (ADVOCATE LEVEL) 
$250.00
• 2 General Admission Tickets
• Recognition in event program
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• Opportunity for sponsor to promote event via television   
• Display of  sponsor logo on all promotional and marketing 

materials
• Display of  sponsor logo on event signage and banner(s) in 

prominent event location(s)
• Recognition in newsletter sent to over 2,200 of  our 

supporters
• Recognition on Facebook and Twitter postings before, 

during and after event
• Recognition on press releases, event listings on local 

websites
• Recognition on agency website
• Recognition in event program

Sponsorship Levels
MAGAZINE STREET SPONSOR (GOLD LEVEL) 
MINIMUM $2,500.00
• Seating for 8 (eight) at sponsor table in addition to 2 (two) 

tickets to event   
• Name mentioned on all promotional and marketing 

materials
• Name mentioned on event signage and banner(s) in 

prominent location(s) on day of  event
• Recognition in newsletter sent to over 2,200 of  our 

supporters
• Recognition on Facebook and Twitter postings before, 

during and after event
• Recognition on press releases and agency website
• Recognition in event program

BOURBON STREET SPONSOR (SILVER LEVEL) 
MINIMUM $1,500.00
• Seating for 8 (eight) at sponsor table   
• Name mentioned on event signage and banner(s) in 

prominent location(s) on day of  event. 
• Recognition in newsletter sent to over 2,200 of  our 

supporters
• Recognition on Facebook and Twitter postings before, 

during and after event
• Recognition on press releases and agency website
• Recognition in event program

JULIA STREET SPONSOR (BRONZE LEVEL) 
IN-KIND DONATIONS
• Name mentioned on banner in prominent location on day 

of  event
• Recognition in newsletter sent to over 2,200 of  our 

supporters
• Recognition on Facebook and Twitter postings before, 

during and after event
• Recognition on agency website
• Recognition in event program

POYDRAS STREET SPONSOR (PATRON LEVEL) 
$500.00
• 2 Reserved Seating Tickets
• Recognition in event program

BIG EASY STREET SPONSOR (ADVOCATE LEVEL) 
$250.00
• 2 General Admission Tickets
• Recognition in event program
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Lantern Light was established as a collaborative ministry of the seven congregations of the Presentation Sisters 
that make up the Conference of Presentation Sisters. The Presentation Sisters were founded by Nano Nagle in 1775.

 Greetings Friends!  As we forge into a new 
year, the board and staff wish to extend a great big 
THANK YOU to all of you who have supported 
this Ministry for over a decade.  We have made 
considerable strides in providing services to 
individuals that are homeless and less fortunate 
in the Greater New Orleans area and understand 
that these achievements could not have been made 
without your continual financial contributions, in-
kind donations and volunteer efforts.  
 2017 was a busy year for Lantern Light as we 
continued to experience a steady increase in the 
number of individuals that came to our agency for 
services.  Our food program continued to grow, 
as we saw an increase in volunteer participation, 

as well as the amount of meals that were needed.  
During last year, the Ministry served more than 
39,000 morning snacks and over 51,000 meals for 
lunch.
 Lantern Light’s additional programming 
includes assisting individuals with identification 
cards, birth certificates, prescription assistance, 
as well as financial assistance.  Last year the 
organization was able to assist 421 guests with 
identification cards, 331 birth certificates and 73 
individuals with prescription assistance.  The 
Ministry also contributed financial assistance 
totaling more than $11,263.00 to individuals who 
needed help to pay for rent, utility bills and water 
bills.

YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS AT WORK!

 For more than ten years the New Orleans 
Hash House Harriers have sponsored the annual 
Red Dress Run.  This event, which began with the 
Hash House Harriers of San Diego, California, 
calls for its participants to adorn themselves in red 
dresses and participate in a 2 mile run course that 
raises money for local charities.  While this event 
is usually filled with hundreds and sometimes 
thousands of avid runners, these participants are 

clearly more interested in 
the music, food and spirits 
that this once in a lifetime 
experience brings. Lantern 
Light has been privileged 
to receive a grant from the 
New Orleans Hash House 
Harriers in previous years 

and were truly grateful to receive this contribution 
once more in the amount of $2,000.00.
 Another major fundraiser that has supported 
the work of Lantern Light is I Give Catholic. Held 
for the past three years, this online giving day not 
only supports our Ministry, but it also benefits 
parishes, schools, ministries and not-for-profit 
organizations within Catholic communities all 
over the Nation. Last 
year this fundraiser 
raised millions of dollars 
for participants in 17 
archdioceses throughout 
the United States and 
Lantern Light was 
the recipient of over 
$4,300.00.

LANTERN LIGHT RECEIVES GRANT AND DONATIONS
FROM MAJOR FUNDRAISERS
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Thank you for your continued interest and support in changing the lives of those who come to Lantern Light.

THE STAFF OF LANTERN LIGHT MINISTRY

Lear Enclarde - Mail Services Coordinator, Donna Foley - Volunteer Food Bank Coordinator, Percy Winchester - Kitchen Assistant,
Catheryn Major, LMSW - Social Worker, Beth Monahan - Kitchen Manager, Kenitha Grooms-Williams, LMSW - Executive Director,

Chuckaria Evans - Part-Time Social Worker
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Dear Friends,

On June 8, 2018, our organization will hold its first Gala, “Strolling Through New Orleans,” to provide continual financial 
support for the services that Lantern Light offers to the homeless and less fortunate of  the Greater New Orleans Metropolitan 
Area.  We would like you to consider supporting this event as we endeavor to care for those in need. 

Founded by the Presentation Sisters in 2005, Lantern Light was established to meet the challenges of  the citizens of  New 
Orleans following the devastation of  Hurricane Katrina.  Twelve years later, Lantern Light continues its work for those in 
need by serving individuals with a listening ear, a loving spirit, and a caring heart.  Our services for individuals that become 
homeless include case management services, birth certificate and identification assistance, prescription assistance, and mail 
service.  Additional services provided by our agency, which expand to low-income individuals who may have housing, include 
notary services, emergency financial assistance, employment services, as well as two feeding programs, which include a daily 
morning snack and lunch, as well as a Food Bank.

For many years the City of  New Orleans has become a destination sight to millions of  people from all over the world. You 
can often find visitors, as well as natives, enjoying the best of  what our city has to offer all within walking distance from the 
nearest hotel or home.  On Friday, June 8, 2018, 7:00 pm – 10:00 pm Lantern Light invites you to the Alexander Room, 
3200 Ridgelake Drive in Metairie, LA to “Strolling through New Orleans.”  Our organization will present some of  the city’s 
finest cuisine and music all in one night as we gather to raise funds to support Lantern Light’s Ministry and the people that 
they serve. Enclosed are details about the marketing value associated with the six levels of  sponsorship opportunities we have 
available. 

Lantern Light’s platinum level of  sponsorship, “Gravier Street Sponsor” serves as our main sponsor, as it aims to represent 
the focal point of  where the Ministry offers services to its guests.  Our Gold level sponsorship, “Magazine Street Sponsor,” 
captures the essence of  the Ministry.  Just as Magazine Street provides a host of  activities for its visitors including fine dining 
and shopping, Lantern Light offers an array of  services to its guests.  Our Silver level of  sponsorship is our “Bourbon Street 
Sponsor.”  Similar to the Ministry’s efforts to carry on the traditions of  its Founding members, the Bourbon Street sponsor 
captures the beauty and history of  New Orleans.  Our Bronze level of  sponsorship is our “Julia Street Sponsor.”  Just as this 
location is comprised of  a host of  art galleries, this level encompasses local businesses that choose to provide in-kind donations 
to be used in our event raffle.  Our Patron level of  sponsorship is our “Poydras Street Sponsor.” This level of  sponsorship 
represents where business meets pleasure.  The Advocate level of  sponsorship is our “Big Easy Street Sponsor.” This level 
encompasses the day to day citizens who enjoy the unique flavor of  all that the City has to offer each day.   
      
Enclosed are details about the marketing value associated with the various levels of  sponsorship.  Please do not hesitate to 
contact me with any questions at (504) 273-5573, ext. 115 or via e-mail at kagwilliams@lanternlight.org.  I look forward to 
speaking with you about supporting Lantern Light.

Thanking You in Advance,

Kenitha Grooms-Williams, LMSW
Executive Director

Strolling through
New Orleans
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