
The Bucktown Boys was established by several 
members of the LUDOVICUM Knights of Columbus, 
Court # 4663 more than 20 years ago.  By collecting less 
than $10.00 from participants on a monthly basis, these 
individuals began with one goal, to feed the people.   The 
members started feeding the homeless in New Orleans 
with the Carmelite Nuns, and increased their efforts at 
St. Joseph Catholic Church prior to Hurricane Katrina.  
When Lantern Light continued the church’s feeding 
program at the Rebuild Center in 2007, the Bucktown 
Boys, continued its commitment to the community by 
joining us, and have been serving their famous Chicken 
and Sausage Jambalaya ever since.

On the third Wednesday of the month at 4:00 am, 
leader Glenn Costanza begins the task of preparing 
lunch that will be served to more than 200 individuals 
at Lantern Light later that day. An hour later, two other 
members join him, followed by the remaining crew of 
15 who help to mix 20 – 30 lbs. of chicken, sausage and 
lots of spices into an enormous pot of boiling hot rice. 
While the thought of preparing a meal for such a large 
number of individuals might intimidate the average 
volunteer, the Bucktown Boys boast years of experience 
as the average age of their members is 80 years old.  The 
oldest member, Dr. Donald Persich, is a seasoned 94 

years young and looks forward to lending a hand in the 
preparation and serving of the meal every month. While 
several of the founding members are no longer here, we 
applaud the efforts of this great group of gentleman for 
remaining steadfast in their ministry to the hungry, and 
we salute their devotion to the mission of serving  God’s 
people. 
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Lantern Light was established as a collaborative ministry of the seven congregations of the Presentation Sisters 
that make up the Conference of Presentation Sisters. The Presentation Sisters were founded by Nano Nagle in 1775.

Bucktown Boys: United in Service

Feeding the Mind, Body, and Soul
The Community of John was established around 1969 when the late 

Archbishop Philip Hannan approved several student groups to organize 
and meet at De LaSalle High School in prayer.  Since that time, hundreds of 
individuals have gathered to fellowship with one another, and over the years 
expanded their ministry of prayer to one of service.  They began feeding 
individuals that were homeless at the Carmelite Monastery, which once stood 
on Rampart Street, and in 2007 relocated their efforts to serve the guests of 
Lantern Light at the Rebuild Center.  More than 10 years later, members of the 
Community of John are still gathering in prayer and continue their ministry to 
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The Bucktown Boys serve their famous Chicken and Sausage 
Jambalaya to more than 200 individuals at Lantern Light.

continued on the following page
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Lantern Light’s  
Second Annual Gala  
Is a Success!

On June 7, 2019, Lantern Light held  
its second annual Gala at the 
Alexander Room and Terrace.   

Joined by a host of returning sponsors, 
including Cabildo Sponsors’ New Orleans  
Cold Storage and the American Legion, longtime 
supporters and first time attendees viewed the Gala as 
a success. This year’s fundraiser, which supports the 
daily services provided at Lantern Light, also served 
as the organization’s first presentation of the Nano 
Nagle Service Award.  This year’s honor was bestowed 
posthumously to one of our longtime volunteers, Mickey 
Palmisano.  While we were not able to personally bestow 
this honor upon Mickey during his lifetime, we were 
thrilled that we had an opportunity to present the award 
to his wife and express how much we appreciated the 
commitment that he made to serve others through our 
organization.  

The theme for this year’s Gala, “Strolling Through 
New Orleans: Lantern Light Visits the Historical Sites,” 
highlighted the beauty of the city’s architecture and also 
provided guests with a glimpse of the city’s charisma 
and charm through the embellishments that adorned 
the reception room.  The evening was filled with great 
entertainment as our mistress of ceremony, Stephanie 
Oswald, reporter for WGNO-TV kept party goers excited, 
enthused and motivated to participate in the evening’s 
activities. The fabulous entertainment, which kept guests 
dancing and singing along, included performances by 
NOLA Soul Collective, local musician and longtime 
volunteer Chuck Steibing, the “Soul of New Orleans,” 
singer Sharon Martin, and “heir to a rich musical legacy,”  
singer Charmaine Neville. Fine cuisine was provided 
by some of New Orleans’ top restaurants and chefs and 
included local favorites such as corn and crab soup, 
hot roast beef po-boys and classic New Orleans bread 
pudding.  The highlight of the evening featured a silent 

auction filled with an array of items 
from local restaurants and shops, 
as well as a live auction that was 
conducted by auctioneer, Dennis 
Landry who captivated the room 
with his charismatic and energizing 
appeal to participate in the 
fundraising portion of the event.  

Longtime member and Treasurer,  
Bud Waldmann.

Wife of Mickey Palmisano, 
Heather, left, and Kenitha 
Grooms-Williams, Lantern 
Light’s Executive Directorserve those in need.

Coordinated by Bruce 
Brown, members of the 
Community of John gather 
once a month to prepare a 
meal at the Ozanam Inn that 
is served at Lantern Light 
on the 4th Wednesday of 
the month.  This group’s 
faithful commitment to 
providing one hot meal just 
once a month has enabled 
our organization to serve 
2,824 guests in 2018 and 
1,368 individuals in just the 
first 6 months of this year.  
Bud Waldmann, longtime 
member and Treasurer of 
the Community of John, 
has expanded their service 
of prayer to our guests 
as an individual that has 
volunteered at the Rebuild 
Center for many years. In 
addition to participating 
in the preparation of the 
meals, he also meets with 
guests one on one and joins 
others in coordinating the 
share and support group 
on Mondays in an effort 
to share God’s message of 
hope and love.  Not only 
are we thankful for their 
dedication to feeding the 
hungry, but we are also 
grateful for their devotion to 
feeding the soul.

The Community  
of John
from page 1

Sharon Martin, left,  
and Charmaine Neville

Members of the Kiwanis 
Dawn Busters Bob Rispoli, 

left, and Sal Larock.

From left: Sr. Marsha 
Tierney, Father Tom Stehlik, 
CM, and Sr. Bonnie Hoffman

WGNO-TV 
reporter 

Stephanie 
Oswald, far 

right, kept 
party goers 
excited and 

enthused.
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Lantern Light Second Annual Gala Sponsors

St. Louis Cathedral
Baptist Community Ministries  Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Braud  Eleanora Brooks-Bazile/Alice Grooms 

Liberty Bank and Trust  N.O. Central Lions Club  St. Catherine of Siena Church

NOMA
Armada Investment Partners of Raymond James  Dr. Donaldo Batiste  Ladies Ancient Order of Hibernians

Red M Studio  Mr. & Mrs. David Tufts  Mr. & Mrs. Campbell E. Wallace

Long Vue
Mr. & Mrs. Francis Bologna  CBD Wealth Management  Marcie and Emeric duQuesnay 
Jacquelyn Frick’  Mr. & Mrs. Daniel McCormick  The Honorable & Mrs. Robert Murphy

N.O. Alumnae Chapter – Delta Sigma Theta Sorority Inc.  Mr. & Mrs. Chris Zainey Jr.

We received food donations from the following 18 restaurants and organizations:
Balcony Ballroom  Brothers Café  Café Reconcile  CC’s Coffee  Creole Cookery (AJ Tusa)
Fresh Market  Hobbnobber Café  Jae Flem Café  La Boulangerie Bakery  Langenstein’s

Tomy Leganaus  Liberty’s Kitchen  Lil Dizzy’s Cafe  McHardy’s Chicken  Parkway Bakery & Tavern
Sysco  Ye Olde College Inn  Zea Rotisserie & Grill 

 
We received auction items from the following businesses and individuals:

Ameriprise (Ralph Freibert)  Audubon Institute  Ballins LTD  Mr. & Mrs. Richard Barker  Body by Elijah     
Boudreaux’s Jewelers  Boulevard American Bistro  CC’s Coffee  Café Degas  Cajun Cabins  Chanel Farria   

Commanders Palace  Dickie Brennan’s Restaurant  Mr. & Mrs. William Fortier  Galatoire’s
Hobby Lobby  Shena Jones  La. Children’s Museum  Langenstein’s  Le Petite Theatre  Lee Michael’s

Tracy Lightfoot  Martin’s Wine Cellar  N.O. Baby Cakes  N.O. Hotel Collection  NOLA Boards
NOLA Couture  Raising Canes  Rapp’s Luggage  Lesley Rogers  Ruth’s Chris  Saks Fifth Avenue

Kendra Scott  Delania Taylor  The Columns Hotel  Tamara Williams  Justin Winfield 

Sir Speedy Printing donated printing of invites.

Cabildo 
New Orleans Cold Storage and American Legion 

Superdome 
Crescent Title
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“At the end of the day it’s not about what you have or even what you’ve accomplished…  
it’s about who you’ve lifted up, who you’ve made better. It’s about what you’ve given back.” 

— Denzel Washington

Service is one of the core 
values stated in St. Mary’s 
Dominican High School’s 
mission statement. Therefore, 
the administrators and 
staff are always looking for 
opportunities to share with 
their students the importance 
of service. Last month, 
Executive Director Kenitha 
Grooms-Williams spoke to 
the school’s incoming Eighth 
graders about the importance 
of serving others through 
Lantern Light Ministry.  More 
than 100 students learned 
about the history of the organization, the services provided, and 
the impact that the agency has made to care for the less fortunate 
in the Greater New Orleans area. The young ladies also received 
information on how they could obtain service hours by volunteering 
with Lantern Light, and culminated the afternoon presentation by 
making sandwiches that were served to guests the following day. 

HOW CAN YOU
KEEP THE LIGHT

BURNING?

LANTERN LIGHT WANTS TO HEAR FROM YOU
Would you like to have the latest news on events happening at Lantern Light and receive this newsletter at the touch of a 
button?  Send us your e-mail in a message to kagwilliams@lanternlight.org.

  
 www.facebook.com/lanternlightministry LanternLightMinistry@LanternLightNO

Canned Fruit
Dry Beans

Mac & Cheese
Tuna

Toothpaste 
Tissue

Deoderant
Soap

Vienna Sausage

Help us continue 
to provide our 
guests with 
a resource 
for obtaining 
uniforms for 
employment 
within the 
hospitality 
industry.  
Consider 
donating white 
long sleeve 
shirts as well as 
black pants  
and belts for 
women and  
men of all sizes.  

Lantern Light recognizes 
that during the summer 
months families are often 
in need of additional food 
and toiletry items.  You can 
help us provide these much 
needed items and stock our 
grocery bags for the food 
bank by contributing the 
following donations:


