
Fall Into a Season of Giving

This past June would have marked Lantern Light’s third annual 
Gala. Since 2018, this event has served as our organization’s main 
fundraiser.  The location was reserved, the entertainment was set, 
and a host of restaurateurs were eagerly waiting to provide dining 
at its best.  Sadly, we were unable to host this occasion due to the 

pandemic. However, the need is still great. Now, more than ever, we 
need your financial support.  

As we approach the end of 2020, we are reminded that a number 
of individuals are still facing hunger, having difficulty paying rent 

or do not have the ability to obtain the necessary documents to 
become housed if they are currently homeless.  It is only through 
your continued support that we can continue our services to help 

those in need, including providing meals to our guests, distributing 
much needed groceries and toiletry items to families and assisting 

individuals in obtaining state identifications and birth certificates in 
order that  they qualify for housing programs.  

This month marked 15 years that the Presentation Sisters 
endeavored to help the citizens of New Orleans who had been 

impacted by Hurricane Katrina.  Since 2005, this organization has 
evolved into more than just an agency that assists neighbors in the 
Mid-City neighborhood. Our work has touched the lives of guests 

from all over the Greater New Orleans area and it is our hope that we 
will  continue to be a resource for those in need.

In light of the upcoming commemoration of the declaration of 
Nano Nagle, Foundress of the Presentation Sisters as Venerable in 

the Roman Catholic Church seven years ago in October, we ask you 
to reflect on her charism and consider a financial contribution to 

continue our services which are much needed.  

We reach out in faith in a spirit of hospitality, compassion and 
simplicity to all of creation. The cry of those made poor and the cry 
of the Earth call us to continue the mission of Jesus to bring forth a 

sustainable society.  Founded on respect for earth, universal human 
rights, economic justice and a culture of peace.
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Lantern Light was established as a collaborative ministry of the seven congregations of the Presentation Sisters
that make up the Conference of Presentation Sisters. The Presentation Sisters were founded by Nano Nagle in 1775.
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Since its inception, Lantern Light has always been an 
organization that has operated with a small staff, a host 
of volunteers, and a big heart.  While we truly appreciate 
our volunteers who have helped this organization to thrive 
and flourish, it’s also important to shine a light on the 
individuals that keep all of the services going.  

Since 2016, Beth Monahan has served as Lantern Light’s 
Kitchen Manager.  Her sole responsibility is to oversee the day-
to-day operation of the kitchen, and ensure that the morning 
snacks and lunches are prepared and distributed at the 
appropriate times.  For years, Beth worked with thousands of 
volunteers who not only purchased, prepared and plated food, 
but many of them delighted at the opportunity to serve snacks 
and lunches directly to our guests.  While the number of eligible 
volunteers has greatly decreased since the onset of Covid-19 in 
March of this year, Beth has continued to work with volunteers 
to obtain much needed donations, in-kind and monetary, to 
ensure that we have enough food for guests that come to our 
doors for a meal.  She has also managed to adapt from having 
a kitchen filled with a team of volunteers, to an army of three 
to plate and bag lunches in a timely manner for our 1:00 pm 
feeding.  We applaud Beth for her outstanding efforts to keep 
our food program going during Covid-19 and look forward to 
her continued and consistent labor of love in our Kitchen.

Although it’s been a little over a year, Monique Ceasar has 
truly found a level of comfort in working at Lantern Light.  As 
a social worker who has only been in the industry for a few 
years, Monique’s knowledge in the field of social work, coupled 
with a passion for helping others, has been a true asset to our 
agency and the people we serve.  Prior to Covid-19, Monique’s 
interaction with guests was usually one on one in a closed in 
office. Since that time, we have incorporated different ways to 
serve the guests outside of the offices with limited space because 
we understand the need for continual social distancing.  It is our 
goal to ensure that our guests and the staff remain safe and in 
good health.  We also recognize that it is so critical that guests 
have access to much needed resources and we are so glad that 
Monique is a part of our team.  

Syretta Atkins has been our Mail Services Coordinator since June 2019.  Although most of her training was on the job, 
she quickly adapted to the array of new registrants and the hundreds of pieces of mail received weekly.  During the past 
several months, the delivery and distribution of mail has been met with some challenges. While several of our guests have 
relocated to other states, there has been an influx of new unsheltered individuals who have matriculated to the City in 
search of social services.  The delivery of mail for individuals not registered for services, coupled with the slow delivery rate 
by the post office, have further strained the distribution of mail.  However, through a team effort and perseverance, Syretta 
has been able to organize and store unclaimed mail while continuing services for regular participants.  

Serving With a Big Heart

Beth Monahan

Monique Ceasar

Syretta Atkins
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Liberty’s Kitchen Provides Meals 

Liberty’s Kitchen has been a great supporter of 
Lantern Light’s food program for more than three 
years.  This organization, which was established 
in 2008, provides educational and employment 
opportunities to help in the development and 
leadership of young adults.  Tasheena Butler, current 
Chief Operating Officer of Liberty’s Kitchen and an 
employee of St. Joseph Church, first enlisted the efforts 
of students to volunteer at Lantern Light in 2017. Since 
that time, she has continued to nurture the relationship 
among agencies, and recently provided Lantern Light 
the opportunity to be the recipient of meals through 
a collaborative community meal production initiative 
in response to the Covid-19 pandemic.  With support 
from the Conrad N. Hilton Foundation, Liberty’s 
Kitchen launched a program that enabled their 
organization to prepare 10,000 meals over the course 
of 10 weeks between July and September 2020 to five 
local community organizations.  As a recipient of these 

HEALTHY FAMILIES  
THROUGH HEALTHY EATING 

This fall, Syretta Atkins will be serving an 
additional role at Lantern Light, as she will be 
completing an internship as a graduate student from 
Southern University at New Orleans.  We are excited 
that Syretta will be assisting us as we endeavor to 
implement our, “Healthy Families through Healthy 
Eating” initiative.  This program has two overall 
goals.  First, we want to ensure that we can provide 
an assortment of food choices for breakfast, dinner 
and snacks.  Second, we want to provide food choices 
that promote healthier eating to maintain a healthy 
lifestyle. 

Over the next eight months, we will work to 
expand local and state partnerships for healthier food 
choices, promote healthier eating by the items we 
provide to families who frequent the Food Bank and 
distribute healthy recipes that families can use when 
preparing meals. We will also focus on educating 
guests on how healthy eating combats illnesses such 
as hypertension and diabetes, the benefits of healthy 
eating and mental health, and how exercise and simple 
workouts can be performed through every day living.  
Please contact Syretta Atkins at (504) 273-5573, Ext. 
115 if you are interested in partnering with Lantern 
Light through this initiative.

meals, Lantern Light receives a weekly healthy, nourishing meal 
to distribute to guests on Wednesdays.  Not only have these 
deliveries assisted us in ensuring that we can provide a hot 
lunch for at least 100 guests, but they have also received great 
reviews from those who partake in these tasty meals.  We are 
truly grateful for the partnership that we have with Ms. Butler 
and Liberty’s Kitchen, and appreciate their continued efforts to 
serve young adults and help to fight hunger in the process.
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Apples
Bananas
Carrots
Dried or Canned Beans

Help us provide food for our Healthy Families  
Through Healthy Eating Program.

Consider donating the following items that will 
be distributed in our Food Bank grocery bags:

Oatmeal
Oranges
Peanut Butter  
Tuna

Lantern Light Wants to  
Hear From You

Please let us know if you are not receiving 
our quarterly newsletter from  

Lantern Light via e-mail.   
Send a message to  

kagwilliams@lanternlight.org.

www.facebook.com/lanternlightministry

LanternLightMinistry@LanternLightNO

1802 Tulane Avenue
New Orleans, LA 70112
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